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AN ANALYTIC SKCTCH. 


All gall and copperas from his ink he draineth, 
Only a little salt remaineth.—[Ben. Johnson. 


Mr. Apvocatre—The “Religious Editor” of ‘‘the Religious Herald” 
pablished his 336th No. on the 20th June, 1834. It is a literary curiosi- 
ty, and well worthy a place in the library of some Odd Fellows’ Hall. 
if the intelligence depicted on the pages of this ‘‘Religious Editor’s” pa- 
per be an index to that of his readers, their mental accomplishments are 
far from being enviable. Its ‘‘intelligence,”’ though superficial, is cer- 
tainly diversified; and may be distributed under the heads of ‘*Theolo- 
cal,” “Religious,” ‘ Revival,’ “Temperance,” ‘‘Political,”’ ‘Foreign,” 
‘‘Hymeneal,” ‘‘Miscellaneous,’’ ahd et cetera intelligence. Its Theo- 
gical intelligence is, of course, not Religious, or they would perhaps be 
united. If l might propose an improvement, | would suggest, that our 
“Religious Editor” change the word Theological to Speculative, as this 
would more definitely convey tothe reader the true character of the 
traditions hebdomadally grouped together under that caption. So much 
for the osteology or skeleton of this Sectarian bantling; let me now 
glance atits muscular investments; for, ‘ir. Advocate, flesh and bones 
are all it possesses ; and, in regard to the former, its fibres are very lean. 
—I have nothing to say about its spirit, foras yet | have discovered only 
its bodily parts, and therefore, am not prepared to say whether it has a 
soul at all. 


The first article of its Theology is a letter from Mr. Wm. F. Broaddus, 
‘‘On the manner of conducting our” (the modern Baptist) ‘‘Relgious 
meetings.” It is addressed to his “dear Bro. Sands.” Itisa complete 
verification of my sentiments concerning our Baptist friend W. F. B., ex- 
pressed in my communications to you. From observation, | was 
convinced he did not approve of the mad-cap transactions, exhibited re- 
cently in thiscity. This letter establishes my conviction, that he knows 
too much of the word of God to countenance without reproof the reli- 

ious theatrics of his ministerial compeers. Good sense pervades his 

pistle to dear Bro. Sands, though there are some things in it which show, 
that his acquaintance with the Apostles has not been very intimate. 
Perhaps his solicitude to preserve his consistency, or character for or- 
thodoxy with his brethren, may lead him astray from his better judg- 
ment ; it is difficult to get right, mach more to keep so in bad company, 
for evil communications corrupt good manners. I would advise 
W. F. B. to come out of Babylon, and escape from that confusion of 
tongues, about him, which evidently distract his sober reason. Now 
for his letter. He says,—‘‘It is with unfeigned diffidence that | would 
atany time dissent from the practice of Brethren whose age and ex 
perience would admonish me to sit down at their feet, and learn wie- 
dom. But I trust those who are acquainted with me will be prepared to 
bear with me, while I suggest the necessity of governing ourselves in the 
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management of our religious meetings, by a due regard to the exercis: », 
sound and sober reason, as well as by the word of God. Weare too apt 
when our feelings are highly excited, to lose sight of the connezion 

which God has established between the exercise of a sinner’s judgment ang 

the regulation of his affections. \nstead, therefore, of endeavoring \ 

bring sinners to an enlightened view of themselves, and to lead them iy 

the exercise ofa sound judgment, to embrace the hope of the Gospel, we 

suffer ourselves to be contented with merely moving their sympathies, 

and thereby producing a state of excitement, allogether unfavorable, in 

my humble opinion, to the existence of correct views, either of them- 

selves, or of the plan of salvation. Tue anxious Bencn ExERCis£, as 

some term it, is peculiarly liable to this sort of mis-management. lam a 

friend, as my practice shows, to the custom of inviting persons in whos 

minds divine truth has made a favorable impression, to come out from the 

multitude, that ministers may converse with them, and that all the 

people of God may pray for them. (!!) But this invitation, I think should 

be given, with an express understanding on the part of those invited, 

that the object in view is togive them a fair opportunity of examining, 

under favorable circumstances, the plan of salvation, through Jesus 
Christ, and to express their decision with respect to the claims which 
the gospel has upon them —To accomplish this, their must be space {oy 

sober reflection, and thal space cannot be found in the midst of so much 
excitement as we sometimes witness on such occasions. I would not 
damp the ardor with which my brethren are prosecuting the great 
work of turning sinners to the Lord, but I would beseech them (espe- 
cially younger brethren) to beware of every thing that would disquality 
sinners from taking a clear view of the whole matter proposed for their 
consideration. Ido hopel shal] not be considered assuming in making 
these suggestions. |] mean nothing more than to help on if I can, in the 
common cause. W. F. Broappvs.” 

I am sorry to be able to detect in this communication a spirit of cow- 
ardice, which is unworthy the intelligence of him, whom I could almost 
call our brother Broaddus. Why need Mr. B. deprecate with so much 
sOlicitude the opinions of his Brethren? Does not the approbation of 
Jesus far transcend their applause? I would say to Mr. B., if you speak 
the truth, and you know it to be the truth, proclaim it on the house-tops, 
maintain it christianly, and follow it out wherever it leads, though as 
Martin Luther, not Luther Rice, once said, as many demons should op- 
pose your way as there are tiles on the houses in Worms. | shall not 
now comment on the prayers of the intercessory ministers and saints 
with Jesus Christ on behalf of the anxious sinners, as | have elsewhere 
dome so in the Scenes from Real Life.—It is sufficient for me to direct 
your attention to this letter as corroborative of what | have written. | 
shall now dismiss W. I’. B. and proceed. 

Under the caption ‘ Religious Intelligence,” a Baptist Missionary 
from Kanawha tells us, that most of the churches of his acquaintance 
‘require re-modelling, before they can become the powerful moral engine 
which so effectually seconds the efforts of a preacher.”’ This ‘‘ RE-MODELL- 
ing,” he thinks, might be effected by ‘‘correct views of scriptural discipline,” 
which he considers a ‘‘ very important attainment in a Missionary.” Now, 
Mr. Advocate, we are incessantly told, that there is no need of reforma- 
tion ; but here is a witness from among the anti-reformers themselves, 
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who tells us plainly, that itis a proverb in his part of Virginia, that 
\« Baptists are loose in their morals’’—and J suspect with too much reason; 
and that all the churches of his acquaintance require re-modelling. The 
whole system, therefore, must be individually and ecclesiastically corrupt ; 
and this is the cause of the disciples having come out from such a Babylon- 
ish state of things, and energizes theit efforts in warning others to escape 
from the impending vengeance which will inevitably swallow up both 
Bapists and Pedo-Baptists, who uphold the anti-christian dogmas, wor- 
ship, and practices of this apostate age. We contend, with this Baptist 
Missonary in Western Virginia, that the Baptist Church must be “ re- 
modelled,” and that, too, on Apostolic grounds, or perish. But the 
history of past ages shows, that a corrupt religious community never re- 
formed, but went on growing worse and worse. We have, therefore, no 
hope, no hope derived from past experience; that the Baptist Church will 
ever be restored in the aggregate to what it once was—the Church of Christ. 
The only real difference between other religious sects and the Baptist sect 
is in immersion ; take away this, and it would be difficult to distinguish 
the color of their complexion. We agree with the Missionary, as to the 
means, by which this re-modelling ought to be effected. Nothing but 
“correct views of scriptural discipline’ can avail any thing. Baptists 
must return to the word of God. They tnust abandon their human in- 
ventions, devices, and ridiculous schemes, and return to the Apostles ; 
they must listen to their commandments, and at once renounce the be- 
nighted traditions of their Scribes, Pharisees, and Religious Editors, who 
know more about type-setting and fleecing the flock, than of the sublime 
precepts of the Son of God. 

Another item of ‘ Religious Intelligence” is, that the once persecut- 
ed Baptist people, are becoming so fashionable that they cannot get along 
without a fashionable priesthood. Their clergy,—a class of men we are sor- 
ry to find among the Baptists, and one which once they did not possess,— 
with some privileged laymen, are busily engaged in raising the wind for the 
improved establishment of a religious house for a religious order of you 
embryo-priests. A fine prospect for the single daughters of the wealthy 
Jay patrons of this new fashioned monastery! And nota bad one either 
forthe ‘‘ hopefully pious beneficiary youths” growing up into “ grave 
divines!’? What a reciprocity of interest! Divide his bands for the one, 
wealth and homes, and worldly influence forthe other! How elysial the 
life of a modern ‘‘ apostle !"’ 

The Fourth Annual Meeting of the Virginia Baptist Education Socie- 
ty, met in Richmond, on June 9th, and continued its sittings four days. 
Several resolutions were moved, seconded, and passed as a matter of 
course. The Theology and phraseology of some were a curiosity. It 
was resolved, pro forma, | suppose, for I cannot divine for what other 
purpose it was moved, ‘‘that deep piely among the students of the Vir- 
ginia Baptist Seminary, and the rising ministry of the State, is inconceiv- 
ably important.”? Astute ministry! A rising state ministry! Ye rival 
sects look out now! You who were opposed by the Baptists for interfer- 
ing with the Sunday mail, mark well the upward progress of this rising 
state ministry. Luther Rice sent up the devout gratulation of the meet- 
ing to heaven, in the form of a resolution, because ‘* ministerial educa- 
tion was rapidly advancing,”’ but this was only preparatory to going 


down into the hold, and drawing out the specie from the people's bags. 
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The resojution was pretty well fenced with solemnities and prayers, be- 
fore it ventured to disclose the draught on their charges behind. He 
moved ‘that itis the solemn duty of Baptists, to pray earnestly and 
without ceasing (for what?) for the increase of exertion, and success in 
the cause of ministerial education—(which means the treasuring up of 
Latin, Greek, ard Hebrew, with a pretty accurate knowledge of the 
Gods and Goddesses of Greece and Rome)-~—and to consecrate (or make 
holy) such portion of the means, for promcting this objeet, as a kind Pro- 
vidence has commitied to them, as shall correspond with the sincerity of 
their prayers,’’ to be fleeced of their hard earned, and some cf them, their 
ill-gotten wealth, to cut and trim a theological rod of clerical twigs for 
their broad and sluggish backs!—This meeting calls upon young men to 
inquire whether it be not imperative on them to devote themselves to 
the ministry ; and Messrs. Kerr, Taylor and Mason were parties to a de. 
claration that those who are authorized to preach the gospel, are moved 
to this work by the Spirit. Dr. Chapin proposed that the brethren 
should make the rising generation a subject of prayer every Wednesday 
evening. 

The location of the Seminary not being conspicuous enough, it has 
been determined to change it to one considered more eligible, and nearer 
the city of Richmond. Much debate pro and con the removal ensued; 
after the minds of the speakers were made up, “ prayer to Almighty God” 
was offered on the morrow ‘‘for his direction in the decision of this 
vital”’ and anti-cbristian project. Mrs. Haxalls property, known by the 
name of ‘‘ Columbia,” is to be purchased for $9,500. It is calculated to 
accommodate 70 students, and furnish sufficient room for the teachers, 
with a chapel recitation rooms, and all other necessary rooms and out- 
houses. The quantity of land is 73 4 acres.— All these theological 
seminaries are constructed on one and the same principle—the lust of the 
flesh and the pride of life-—The Baptists were never so well off as when 
they had none of these papal houses. The Pope has his ‘ consulting 
theologians,’’ and so have all the religious sects. Never would the peo- 
ple perplex and harrass themselves with these things, but for the leaders 
who cause them toerr. The Virginia Baptist Seminary is the Ichabod 
of the “* Baptist denomination” as the Church of Christ in this state. 

The next item of Religious intelligence is the Annual Report. Here 
a question is agitated about which there can be little dispute ;—all things 
being equal, which is the more promising, the educated or uneducated, 
preacher? I should say this depends on the character of his education. 
All the education in the world, without a knowledge of the Book, is 
worse than useless—it is dangerous: and a christian man, with ordinary 
address, who can merely read and write correctly, if learned in the scrip- 
tures, is an overmatch for all the polished and erudite doctors of all the 
sects in christendom or out of it. Buta man, as Moses was, skilled in 
all the learning of the Egyptians, and well instructed in the sacred writ- 
ings, would be a great advantage to all who know how to appreciate 
intelligence and christian worth. Put how are such men to be obtained, 
without the help of theological schools ?—Convert them from the world 
or the sects, and when they shall have learned the book, they will throw 
all their talent and learning into the cause of Christ.—I know this would 
be impracticable among the sects, because of their decrees against lay- 
mep, unordained, preaching the gospel and administering the ordinances 
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ofthe kingdom. They will do, however, for the Church of Christ, 
though not for ** Christian Churches.” 

The framers of this Report gravely publish in the religious columns 
of the Religious Herald, the following palpable absurdity, concerning 
‘the nature of the Gospel Ministry :'’-—‘* Divest the Apostolic office of 
two attributes, that those who sustained, should be witnesses of Christ, 
and that their testimony should be accompanied with miraculous pow- 
ers; and the ordinary ministry is the same with the Apostolic.” This dog- 
ma may be considered as a specimen of the education hopefully pious 
beneficiaries will receive at the hands of these Reverend Gamaliels. We 
have yet to learn how an ollice can exist and not be, at the same time. 
The Spir-tual Legerdemain of these last days—the theological hocus- 
pocus of our modern apostles, however, finds no difficulty in propound- 
ing, and the people as little in swallowing such absurd contradictions. 
One would suppose that the testimony of Pau! would suffice to show 
that there are no apostles now, except those of infidelity, both open and 
concealed. He tells us, that when the Christ ascended, he gave some 
gifts to qualify them as apostles, some for prophets; some for evange- 
lists; some for pastors and teachers. What did he bestow these gifts 
for? “For the perfecting of the saints; for the work of the ministry, 
for the edifying the body of Christ.” How long were these miraculous 
gifls to continue? ‘‘ Till we (the converts in the apostolic age) all come 
in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto 
a perfect man (as a Christian Church) unto the measure of the stature of 
the fulness of Christ.” Eph. iv. 8, et seq. We learn then from Paul that 
the apostolic office was to cease with the others, when the congregation 
of believers should be firmly es‘ablished, with the sacred writings of 
the Old and New Testaments in its possession, by which it was to be go- 
verned ; overseers and servants, called in the Anglo-Greek, Bishops and 
Deacons, Were all the officers it required, and all the true church, from 
the apostles’ days to our own, ever possessed. The overseers, like shep- 
herds, kept the flock together, and took care to see them all collected 
together in one place on the first day of the week, when the congrega- 
tion of disciples met together to worship the Father, through the Son, 
and by the Holy Spirit, by singing the Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual 
Songs of David, offering up the acceptable sacrifice of prayer and thanks- 
giving, breaking the loaf and contributing to the necessities of the poor 
disciples of Christ. This Christian Assembly edified itself in love, ex- 
horting, dehorting, and instructiug one another, under the paternal su- 
pervision of their aged men. There were no clergy here claiming apos- 
tolicity, and so long as that order, unheard of in the Scriptures, except 
asthe ‘transformed ministers of Satan,”’ were kept out, the church en- 
joyed peace and tranquility within, though persecuted by the world. So 
soon, however, as the clergy crept in, they became corrupt, and aban- 
doned the teaching of the Holy Spirit in the word, fur the doctrines and 
traditions of men. We cannot imagine how the apostolic office can ex- 


ist when the indispensable pre-requisites of that office were, in the case 
of the successor of J udas, and of others too by implication, that he should 
have * companied with the apostles all the time that the Lord Jesus went in 
and out among them, beginning from the baplism of John, unto that same 
day that he was taken up from them ;” and for the specific purpose that 
“he mizht be ordained to be a witness with them of his resurrection.”? Acts 
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i. 21,22. Butthese qualifications are mere incidents in the estimation 
of these usurpers of the thrones of the Apostles. They claim al! th, 
belongs to the apostolic character, except the power of working miracles 
If this be not anti-christian arrogance, I know not whatis. No wonde; 
the clerical ascociations, composed of these claimants to apostolicity. 
fulminate their decrees with such sovereign dignity. The Apostles ma¢, 
laws for the congregation of Christ, and retained and remitted sins 
What! shall we prove recreant to the divinely constituted authorities «: 
Messiah’s kingdom—the sole Ambassadors of the Christ to men,—an¢ 
pay to the little divines of an apostatizing sect the honors due to the Apos. 
tles alone ?—I trust, Mr. Advocate, you will never cease to advocate the 
cause of your clients against such audacity and bare-faced usurpation (; 
their exclusive rights. I have neither time, space, nor inclination to say 
more at this time and place, on this subject, but shall reserve it for, 
hereafter. 

The Religious Editor of this Religious Herald tells us, on the author. 
ty of the Baptist Home Missionary Society's Report, that during the 
past year ‘15,000 sermons’”’ have been preached; ‘‘ 1,600 persons bap. 
tized ; 3 associations formed; and 40 churches constituted ; 50 Sabbat) 
schools, 10 Bible classes ; 40 temperance societies and 12 mission socie- 
ties have been formed. This he calls‘‘truly a cheering statement.’ 
Your readers will observe that the Apostle Peter spoke on one occasion 
for a short time, and 3000 persons were baptized, and within a few days 
after he told the same story, and 5000 were converted. Here were tr, 
“sermons”? preached, and 8000 baptized ; is not this truly a cheering 
statement ?— Now observe, it required 1000 sermons of modern apostles 
to make one convert and a fraction ; is not this a truly lamentable con- 
trast! And yet such are the cheering phenomena of the religious world’ 
The results are a fair proof that the Gospel these Missionaries preach is 
not the Gospel of Christ, or very different results would ensue. If it re- 
quires 15,000 sermons to convert 1600 persons in one year, how many 
sermons will it require to convert 8000,000,000, the present population 
of the world, in 30 years, supposing it were possible? This is enough ts 
expose the fallacy of the scheme. 

Next comes a sort of je ne sais quoi, I presume from the pen of “‘ Dear 
Bro. Sands”’ himself. It is headed the Christian Press. He inquires i! 
the rapid multiplication of religious periodicals is not a cheering indica- 
tion that the glorious day of the Lord is drawing nigh, when the know- 
ledge of him shall cover the whole earth? I would reply to Bro. S. that 
if his isa fair specimen it is ceriainly a clear indication, that the near 
coming of the day of the Lord is necessary to dispel the midnight dark: 
ness, whieh his and other religious papers are chiefly instrumental is 
creating. He says he rejoices and is inspired with a holy confidence at 
the good spirit evinced by the journals all over the land. He makes 4 
few, and but a few exceptions. For myself, I confess, I have not mcel 
faith in the holiness of the religious Editor of the Reliigious Herald, anc 
as to the ‘good spirit’ he affects to admire, if it teaches his co-journal- 
ists no better manners than it teaches hiniself, in my humble opinior, 
it is a spirit not worth having. Does it, Mr. Sands, teach the ‘‘jour 
nals all over the land” you speak of, to do justice? Does it teach them 
to hear first and condemn afterwards—to hear both sides of a question, 
or does it give a verdict of guilty against all who differ from them with- 
out a trial as you do!—answer these queries, and then—not till then, 
talk of your “holy confidence” and “ good spirit.” 
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He goes on tosay, “‘ Wearein the receipt of but one solitary Protestant 
paper that is professedly religious, that seems to be given up of God, to 
the accursed spirit of partisan warfare. And we doubt not that the 
Great Head of the Church will see to it, that such an Achan shall not 
long disturb the peace of Israel.” This can be no other than the Milen- 
nial Harbinger. All religious Editors, I conceive, have pretty good rea- 
son to raise a hue and cry against Bro. C's Herculean truncheon, which 
bids fair to batter to pieces their crannied skulls. May long life attend 
him; and may he go on right valiantly; for he contends earnestly fur 
the faiih once delivered to the saints against the leaven of ‘ religious 
editors’ and their partizans. May you, Mr. Advocate, do well, and aid 
him in the good cause.— Let every true disciple,’ continues he, “ give 
his patronage as far he has ability, to some of the many weekly messen- 
gers of peace and salvation that are now flying in every direction, as he- 
ralds of good news to dying men.’’—Mark, these ‘‘ messengers of peace,”’ 
“crying, peace, peace, where there is no peace,’’ but sudden destruction at 
the door, are read only by the sect that patronizes them; are the secta- 
rians the “dying men’’ to whom these heralds fly with good news? 
Methinks they are. Mr. Sands talks of ‘‘ the glorious schemes of benevo- 
lence in successful operation,” which he calls ‘‘ instruments in the hands of 
the Spirit in consummating the grand designs of the gospel.” What puer- 
lity! Whatignorance of the prophetic testimony! Let these religions 
dreamers read of ‘‘ the Supper of the Great God,” of the “ battle of the 
great day of God Almighty,”’ of the “ fierceness of his wrath,” to be 
poured out upon aposta'e men, and when they shall have well digested 
what they have read, let them talk of religious newspapers, and glorious 
schemes of benevolence as the means of etfecting the consummation so 
devoutly to be wished, if they can. ‘‘ Nea! to the Bible and the humble 
tract,” the Editor ‘‘ knows of no instrument”’ (not even the clergy) “ that 
promises so much for the salvation of sinners (editors it should be) ‘as a 
religious paper. And while christians are praying for the outpouring of 
the Spirit, O that they would remembder the almost countless leaves that are 
sent forth every week for the healing or curse of the nation. Pray for re- 
ligiouseditors.’? Who cannot pray for themselves!!!—Alas! Mr. Advo- 
cate, for the ignorance and degeneracy of the times. 

Jora Tau Kappa. 


THE ADVOCATE AT ROCKDALE. 
(CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 438.) 

On the next Lord’s day we again visited Rockdale, and addressed 
the people thrice. In the afternoon we had a large congregation, and 
on the evening larger. The afternoon was occupied in considering 
three propositions, founded on Paul’s visit to Thessalonica. First, that 
the promised Messiah was to be a sufferer; secondly, that he was to 
rise from the dead ; and, thirdly, that Jesus of Nazareth was that suf- 
ferer and that risen Christ. We then made proclamation of remission 
of sins through Jesus; and exhorted the hearers to save themselves 
from this untoward generation.—Two made the good confession, and 
were forthwith immersed on the authority of Jesus, into the name of the 
Father, and of the Son,and of the Holy Spirit, for the remission of 
sins. The banks of the run were lined with spectators; some mocked, 


but others determined to hear more of this matter. 
6* 
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In the afternoon we notified our intention of squaring accounts wt), 
the clergy, concerning the efforts they had made to turn the minds of 
the people from the Apostolic Testimony to old wives, and cunningly 
devised fables. The house was consequently exceedingly crowded \, 
the evening. We introduced the business of the night, by reading the 
letter aforesaid, premising, that though our opposition to the clergy as , 
body was an uncompromising one, we wished it to be understood, tha: 
it was against principles and not against persons we directed our efforts. 
We found certain practices and principles in the world; these were pub. 
lic property, and as such we should treat them. If they could no 
stand the test of Scriptural examination, we should condemn them 
without respect to those who held them. The teachers, of whom w; 
were glad to see some present, were no doubt very sincere in maintain. 
ing the dogmas of their sects ; but their sincerity weuld not make thei; 
Opinions nor themselves more acceptable in the sight of God, thas 
the adorations of a sincere Mohammedan or a sincere Pagan-, 
sincere lie was a fie still, and not a whit nearer the truth than a hypo. 
critical lie. 

After we had read the letter, one of the clergy arose and requeste: 
permission to speak. He was the same that denied our Bro. Harper 
We inquired if he would answer us one question? He replied, certain- 
ly. We then inquired, if we should not do unto others as we would 
that they should do to us? “Yes.” Should we not then, Sir, be do. 
ing to you as you deserved if we refused your request, seeing that you 
denied a certain individual the same privilege you desire? To this he 
could make no reply. It was the practice of disciples, however, to 
overcome evil with good, therefore, we granted him permission to pro- 
ceed. Hesaid he only wanted to explain;—he did not say that the 
Campbellites, as he called them, denied the divinity of Christ, he on!y 
thought they did to the best of his know ledge and belief. If though: 
knowledge, and belief did not bring something like certainty to a man 
and convey it to others, we knew not what would. We respectfully re- 
quested the reverend gentleman to hear us out before he made further 
comments, so that our hearers might have an unbroken series of arge- 
ments before their minds, and we requested them to suspend their judy- 
ment till the case was fairly before them, and then to give their verdict 
according to the evidence. And if I could adduce greater testimony in 
behalf of the Apostles and their doctrine, then my opponents in favor of 
the traditions of their scribes and pharisees, I claimed their verdict asa 
matter of right for my much wronged, but excellent and wortiy clients 
Accordingly, we proceeded to the subjects at issue, to the examination 
of which we appropriated about two hours, the audience at the same 
time listening with the most exemplary patience and decorum. Hav- 
ing closed, a clergyman arose and complimented &s on our ingenuity, 
&e. and wished I had favored him with a private interview, which 
would have superseded a public explanation. The Doctor had said 
much about infant baptism. He would not now go into that question. 
It could be proved by Scripture. The subject was a worn outone. The 
Baptist friends and Padobaptists had agreed to say no more about it, and to 
extend to one another the hand of charity. Would the worthy doctor, 25 
he termed the Editor, answer him one question. We replied, yes, pro 
vided it was a proper one and couched in Bible terms, otherwise we 
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should not consider ourselves obliged to notice it. ‘Did we believe 
that Jesus Christ was the self-exivtent, eternal and only true God?” 
We replied, that such a question was never put to any man by angel, 
prophet, or apostle, and, not being in the Book, we should not answer 
it. He affirmed its existence there, we denied it and called for proof. 
There was none forthcoming. He said he would put it ia another 
form. ‘Did we believe that Jesus Christ was the eternal, true God.” 
This met the fate of the former. To prove its Bible origin, he read 1 John 
5: 20. This we confessed, but refused to answer his vain and un- 
taught question. In a!l this was plainly manifested that same evil spirit 
that filled the Pharisees, when they suborned men to catch Jesus in his 
words. Hecharged our Bro. Campbell with adding to and taking from 
the Word of God ; we exposed his sophism by producing the passage 
omitted (1 John v. 7.) from the spurious readings. IJaving ended his 
very lame defence, we concluded by observing that, private interviews 
upon such occasions as the present were inexpedient, and could not 
possibly have resulted in any benefit to the public. Warnings had been 
given from the “‘sacred desks’’ against our heresy, as it was called; a 
defence, therefore, as open, of the truth we advocated, could not be su- 
perseded by any Nicodemal interviews whatever. Our reverend oppo- 
nent had no doubt settled the question of baptism very much to his own 
satisfaction; but we would have him and his coadjutors to know, that 
though they had compromised the truth of God by a spurious charity, 
there existed a body of lay persons, without a clergyman among them, 
who were resolved to keep alive the institutions of the King of Heaven, 
and to disinter them from the heap of rubbish under which they had 
been long buried by the traditions and commandments of men. It was 
wise policy of the clergy to keep infant baptism in the back ground ; 
but be it known to them, that their deeds must be brought to light, 
submitted to the test of Scripture and common sense, and the minds of 
a perishing people disabused of the leaven of their unrighteousness. Fi- 
nally, we exhorted our hearers not to allow. their minds to be diverted 
from the prophetic and apostolic testimony concerning repentance to- 
wards God, and remission of sins, we had laidbefore them. We were 
aware we had brought weiglity and strange matters to their ears, new 
indeed to them, but far more ancient than the oldest heresy in christen- 
dom.—Our divine opponents this evening had been unable to adduce a 
single argument against the great truths we had discussed.—They had 
reproached us as Campbellites, and corrupters of the sacred text; they 
had been bold in assertion unsustained by proof; but we called our 
hearers to witness, that our proclamation to them, had been the phrase- 
ology of the prophets and apostles, calling upon them to believe, re- 
furm, and be immersed, fur the remission of all their sins. This was the 
message of God to fallen man. It was final ; and, he who would not yield 
obedience to his call, would inevitably die accursed. 

_ After our Amen, a gentleman came to us, and stated that he was an 
impartial person, having no connexion with any of the churches in Rock- 
dale, although, we have evidence, that he supplied the clergyman who 
warned the people against us, with notes of our addresses. He remark- 
ed that the public mind was in a state of the greatest ferment, and that 
something ought to be done to allay it, for he knew not where it would 
end.. We replied that was precisely the state of things we wished; for 
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we had come, not only to allay excitements, but to produce them:.— 
not to increase the profoundness of the people's lethargy, but to rous 
them from it; and we trust their minds will not be again composed, up. 
til they have hurled the clergy from their thrones, and crowned t). 
Apostles in their place. 

At our next visit we addressed ourselves especially to the Deists of 
Rockdale, in whom the place abounds. The Reverend clergy wondere: 
at our presumption in coming there from Philadelphia, to prove that Jesy; 
was the Messiah, and that he rose from the dead ; ‘‘as if,” said he, ‘ws 
did'nt all know that as well as he ;—we believe it, but how these divine; 
and their disciples can know it, we are at a loss to conceive. This 
however, accounts for the prevalence of deism—the leaders of the pee. 
ple take so much for granted and prove so little; they expect men to 
believe without testimony, and to believe their word as the undoubted 
messengers of God toman. We were much amused at the cause ag. 
signed for the infidelity of Rockdale; ‘tno wonder,” observed a divine. 
“that infidelity should prevail here, when we have sucha book amon: 
us as Campbell’s Testament !’,—The best of the whole was, that the peo- 
ple had never heard of Bro. C. or his version, till this same divine warn- 
ed the people against us. After concluding our address, which we de. 
livered in the open air, having been ejected from the factory room, on: 
of our hearers observed, that we had mistaken the infidels of Rockdaly 
entirely, that they were not Deists, but Atheists. We replied, that we 
could not have believed they had arrived at sucha pitch of insanity. 
the fool had said in his heart, ‘“‘There isno God;’ and we feared, : 
they had ascended to such a climax of folly, there was little hope of re. 
storing them even to the shadow of asound mind.— Another said “You 
observed there was no effect without cause; now this earth is supposed 
to be an effect: you cannot comprehend the cause of its existence, and, 
therefore, you cannot believe it.”—We replied, that the incomprehens:- 
bility of a thing did not, therefore, disprove its existence. That the 
natural sciences were based upon principles that could not be compri- 
hended. There existence, however, was neverthelese true, as al! ex- 
periment and sound logic proved. If then this was admitted, as in fact 
it was by all philosophers both Christianized and Deistical, the exist- 
ence of the Deity was proved, a posteriori, on the same premises. !f, 
therefore, we refuse to believe in God, because his existence cannot Le 
comprehended, we are bound also to reject all the philosophy and sci- 
ence of the age. We asked for God and the Christian religion no fa- 
vors, we claimed only a candid hearing for them, and that they should 
be put on an equal footing, as to our inquiries, with the sciences c! 
Chemistry, Astronomy, &e. 

We now proceeded to the immersion of three more believers, who had 
come forward to make the good confession before men; and we had the 
satisfaction, this evening, of associating together in apostolic order and 
christian affection, ten persons, who came out of the sectarian and infidel 
Babylon. They rejoice in the liberty of the Gospel, and their escape 
from the bondage of Satan. New objectsare presented to their minds. 
An assurance of pordon, and a hope of immortality are the topics, upon 
which they will delight to dwell. They will, we trust, guided by 
the teaching of the Holy Spirit, recorded in the sacred writings, let their 
light shine before men, to the glory of Godand his Christ; and show to 
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the world, in their orderly walk, conduct, and conversation, the tran- 


scendant excellency of the true gospel, over the counterfeits of the age.— 
Nor are these ail the trophies-of our arduous campaign against the ar- 
mies of the aliens encamped at Rockdale; we have raised a mutiny in 
their midst, by disseminating the manifestoes of our King, and their 
rightful Lord. Many have determined to examine into the things they 
have heard; they have wiped off the dust, opened their Bibles, and at 


' last determined to read it for themselves. Will the brethren who labor 


in proclaiming the word, whenthey journey that way, turn aside and 
visit benighted Rockdale? Let them inquire of Bro’s John and Alex. 
Harper; they will show them hospitality, ani collect the people togeth- 


| er. We would suggest to the disciples in Baltimore and Philadelphia, to 


imitate the example of the Church at Thessalonica, and not cease to 


- sound the gospel trumpet in the ears of these peop!e, until they shall have 


separated the wheat from the chaff, and gathered it into the garner of 
the Lord. Epiror. 





EFFECTS OF TRUTH-TELLING ON THE SCRIBES, 
PHARISKES, AND DOCTORS 
or THE 19th ceNTURY. 
Rockdale, June 7th, 1834. 


“Very Dear Brorner—You will no douht be expecting to hear 
something from us, but we have nothing very particular to write to you. 
Since we saw you, we have had no proclaimer to visit us. We received 


' a letter addressing us as brethren, signed by a person named Young, re- 


questing us to publish thathe would be at Rockdale to preach on a 
certain day, but the letter came tuo late, and of course we made no ap- 
pointment. We have heard nothing more of Bro. Young. The disci- 
ples here are all in good health; and we very much lament your ab- 


sence. They all unite their best wishes with me. We would be all glad 


to hear from you by letter. Weare living in the strictest harmony, re- 
joicing in the truth, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together ; but 
continuing steadfastly in the apostle’s doctrine, the fellowship, the breaking 
of bread, and prayers. ‘There has been a great deal of anxiety manifested 
by many individuals to hear you again; and we are very sorry to be 
obliged to say how uncertain it is, or any other in your place. Have you 
mentioned us to Bro. Campbell as you proposed, or to the brethren 
at Baltimore, so that we might have some chance of a visit from some 
of our proclaiming brethren?—We have had no more public attacks 
from your friend the Rev. Mr. Landis. He has given up the publication 
of his lectures againt Campbellism, as we are informed, for want of sub- 
scribers. We had almost forgotten to tell you that we had a visit from 
the Rev. Mr. McCalla of Philadelphia. The object of his visit was 


to counteract the bad effects of your visits. He never once mentioned 
Bro. Campbell’s name. You had to suffer from his scurrilous tongue. [ 
did not go to hear him myself. Brethren Alex. Harper, and Moffet, 
heard him and took notes; but they are too lengthy for my paper. He 
first attacked what you had advanced on the subject of Regeneration ; 
and treated it nearly in the same way that your friend Landis did, sum- 
ming it up with an assertion of your total ignorance of the subject.--2dly, 
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on thesubject of Baptism. Mlluding to the mode, he said, you had, as othe 
Baptists did, referred to the testimony of many pwdo-baptists on the sub 
ject, but all your quotations were false.—3dly, holding up a number ¢: 
the Apostolic Advocate, he said, when you see a book of this description, 
you may be assured it is all false.—4thly, this Doctor, or great reform. 
er, notonly holds fellowship with Atheists and Unitariang, but is ono 
himself!!!—5thly, besides doctrines and facts, there must be Morality ; 
of thishe endeavored to persuade the people you were destitute, first. 
because you were a deceiver, and secondly, because you werea liar. Ax 
an instance of your prevarication among others, he mentioned, that je 
had heard since he had come to Rockdale, that you had challenged the 
clergy of Philadelphia (referring to the letter you published on the 
Catholic Controversy) but declared he had never heard of it till he came 
here. Such was the nature of his attack, which was considered 
by the friends that heard him as more ridiculous than that of your friend 
Lendis. 
I am, very dear Bro. your's for the truth sake, 
JOHN HARPER. 

P. S. Bro. McMillan was at New York last First Day of the week. 
Elder McBrair, formerly of Mr. Buchanan's Church, was added to one 
of the other Churches, who have declared themselves friendly to the 
reformation. Three were immersed that day by brother Shepherd, and 


six added tothe Church, some of whom were, i understand, from the 
Canal Street Church. J. H. 


REMARKS. 


The contents of this letter afford us much pleasure, and nota little 
satisfaction. By their fruits ye shall know them. This isa golden rule, 
an infallible criterion; and the advice of our Bro. Harper goes to prove 
that good seed has been sown in Rockale. Ye are our epistle, said the 
Apostle Paul, known and read of all men. The adversary may call us 
atheists and liars, but we have yet to learn, that lies and atheism will lead 
men to live in strict harmony, and rejoice in the truth, and to keep the 
commandments of the apostles of the Lordand Saviour. Like causes 
produce like effects ; and our satisfaction arises from the fact, that wherev- 
er the gospel has been fully, fairly, and fearlessly proclaimed, it has nev- 
er failed to rouse the perverse passions of the leaders of the multitude, as 
it has clearly done among the McCallas of the north. Some believed 
the proclamation of Paul and Silas, but the leaders of the people caused 
them to become tenants of the jails. The Pagans called the first Chris 
tians, Atheists, because they abjured the worship of the gods of Rome. 
They could not conceive of the adoration of an invisible God, a thing 
so fureign to all pagan experience, and hence they concluded that the 
disciples of Christ had no God. Dr. Cave, in his history of the four 
first centuries, says that the heathens went so far in their misrepresenta- 
tions as to say that the Christians worshipped an ass, hence they called 
them asinarii or the ass-worshippers. The adversary perceiving that 
his influence was fast losing ground, caused slanderous reports to be dis- 
seminated against the humble disciples of Christ, to make them ridicu- 
lous and abhorred by society ; and thus he flattered himself he would 
shut the eyes and stop the ears of his wavering votaries. But he i 
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not succeed. Incapable however, of Jearning from experience, he is at 
his old work again, having made use of McCalla to do his will. This 
clergyman has done his worstin regard to us; but he still lives, to ruin, 
we tear, the eternal prospects of his fellow culprits. This “‘pious divine” 
has honoured us far more by his scurrility and abuse, than he could pos- 
sibly have done by the highest encomia he could have bestowed; let him 
remember that in saying what he has, he has pronounced upon us the 
“ Blessed are ye when men shall revile you, and prosecute you, and shal] 
sy all manner of evil against you falsely for my name’s sake. Rejoice 
und be exceeding glad ; for great is your reward in heaven; for so per- 
scuted they the prophets which were before you.” But our religion 
teaches us Lo bless them that curse us, and pray for them that despite- 
fully use us—we pity him, therefore, from our heart, and all those who 
do likewise. May he, and all his compeers, yet repent, and obey the 
gospel, for the forgiveness of all their sins! 

~ If my quotations respecting Baptism were all false, Mr. Pengilly is re- 
sponsible for that, and not |; for it was from his tract I read nearly all 
my citations asto mode. Wm. McCalla knows very well, Drs. George 
Campbell, Philip Doddridge, James Macknight, Stuart of Andover, &c. 
all Pado- Baptists, translate the word, immerse, dip, or plunge, but avoid- 
ed the conclusion to which it leads them, by pronouncing it non-essen- 
tial in practice; but Macknight he has pronounced a hypocrite, and 
Campbell an unbeliever. Wm. McCalla has been beaten out and out 
on this subject, and in his person, all rantizers of babes, past, present, 
and to come, by his leviathan antagonist Alexander Campbell; who 
swallowed him up in Kentucky, in the year of his disaster one, equal 
to 1823 of the christian era ; since which time he has scarcely ever been 
ssen in that State. 

Astomy Atheism, let all those judge who listened to my discourse 
a defence of Jehovah and the Christian Religion, against the Deism and 
infidelity both of the church and the world at Rockdale. And as to my 
morality, let those who know me acquitor condemn. Ichallenge even 
Mr. McCalla, the immaculate, successfully to impugn my reputation 
either fur morality or fidelity to Christ ; should I be convicted, 24 hours 
shall not roll round before | reform to the most. 

Time would not have been consumed in penning, nor our readers’ pa- 
lence exhausted, by perusing these remarks, but for a desire to gratify 
the brethren in Rockdale; and to animate them to persevere through 
evil and through good report; for if they called the master Beelzebub, 
and charged him with casting out demons by the power of the Arch- 
demon, what will they not say of those who, not fearing men, dare to 
te singular for God. The proclamation of the unvarnished and naked 
‘rath, will always rouse a slumbering people, either to active opposition 
or active obedience. He that would endeavor tesoften down the asperi- 
tiesof the gospel, lest A. B. or C. should cry out “ uncharitable, un- 
charitable!” had far better go to sleep at once, for the real good he will 
effect. He will either be slighted or despised both by friends and fees. 
(rod’s truth is a sharp two-edged sword, a double-handed claymore, that 
news deep cloven to the waist. We never found an instance in all the 
records of history, sacred or profane, in which a wounded man praised 
thecharity and feelingness of the man who thrust him through. All 
| ‘heir efforts have been to escape mortality at the surgeon'’shand. In like 
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‘manner, the religion of Christ is uncompromising. Every hilland moup. 


tain must be laid low, before its triumphant progress. Paganism, Ma. 
hommedanism, Judaism, and Sectarianism—those hills and mountains of 
the moral or rather immoral world, must be overturned, that the moup. 
tain of pure and undefiled christianity may be established on their ruins. 
Paul displayed his charity and philanthropy by exposing the wickedness 
and absurdity of idolatry, and the absolute worthlessness of the Jewis) 
Religion in the salvation of the Jews themselves. Believe in Jesus of 
Nazareth and obey him, was the sum and substance of his uncompromis. 
ing proclamation ; our religion is the only true religion, all other rej. 
gions are false, be he Jew or Gentile, perdition will seize that ruthless 
soul that will not worship Jesus, whom we preach. Ah! methinks, had 
the Apostles lived in these last days, the McCallas, and the Noels, the 
Greatrakes, and all other divine rakes of the age, would have cried 
out Atheist! Atheist! away with such fellows from the earth, it is not 
fit that these Achans should live !—And let the brethren reflect whether 
there would not be more effects like these, if we were to live out and 
proclaim the gospel, more after the ancient apostolic fashion. Either 
let us go the whole length with the Apostles, or abandon our pretences. 
If we believed more firmly what we professed, we should go on less 


sleepily than wedo. Brethren! suffer this word of exhortation, for we 
need it. 


“State of Religion within the bounds of the General Assembly of the Pre:- 
bytertan Church, in the United States of America and corresponding 
Churches, May, 1834.” 


Such is the caption of an article published in the Southern Religious 
Telegraph of 20th June, 1834. It is signed by Ezra Stiles Ely, 8. C. 
D. D. P. R.and 8. A.. which being interpreted, means ‘‘ Stated Clerk, 
Doctor of Divinity, Political Rabbi, and successor of the Apostles.” 
‘*The Bounds” of the General Assembly are very extensive, comprelien¢- 
ing ‘‘ in the whole extent of our territory,” asthe report expresses ii, a!) 
that superficies of country, stretching from Canada on the north, to the 
Gulph of Mexico on the south, and from the great Atlantic on the east. 
to nobody knows where on the west. All the mountains, valleys, hills 
and plains, with the majestic rivers, broad lakes, and delightful water 
courses, that meander through them, all comprise the “ territory,” and 
echo the decrees of the Right Reverend this Apostolic Genera] Assem- 
bly, signed authoritatively by its Stated Clerk! Being composed of 
** Successors of the Apostles,’’ it has the undoubted right of remitting 
and retaining sins; and of making laws for the church of Christ, ac 
cording to the text—‘ whosoever sins you retain they are retained, anc 
whosoever sins you remit they are remitted ;’’--and ‘‘ go teach all ne 
tions to observe all things whatsoever | have commanded you ; and lo: 
1am with you always unto the end of the world.”--Jt matters not! 
whom this was spoken, it is scripture, and sufficiently proves the aposto!: 
icity of the clergy, and of course of the General Assembly too, which 
made up of the ‘‘ divinely called and sent’’!! 

However theologi¢ally divine the General Assembly may be, on 
thing is apparent from the report now before us, that as to literary cor 
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sistency itis utterly at fault. It utters in the first place, the most dole- 
fal jeremiad, so that one would suppose that “ religion was almost ex- 
tinct within the bounds, when, soon after, it goes on to rejoice in the 
dewy distillations of the Spirit, its revivals, its ingathering of souls, its 
precious showers of divine grace, the pourings down of the Holy Ghost, 
special tokens, &c. &c. We shall present a few extracts for perusal, 
praying that our readers will preserve their gravity ; for, although there 
ig much nonsense to excite their laughter, there is more to demand their 
commiseration, when they reflect upon the impositions, unquestionably 
sincere, which the clergy practise on themselves and the people. 

The General Assembly, says the report, ‘‘ in addressing the churches 
under its care, and spreading befure them a summary view of the events 
of the past year, would observe, that we have not such evidence of ad- 
cencement of holy devotedness of feeling,in the great work of promoting 
the glory of God, and the salvation of our ruined world, as both the genius 
of our holy religion, and the exigences of our dying race demand.” 

Upon what data is this lack of evidence predicated ?—An absence “ of 
feeling,’? and a want of ‘‘ self-denial.” And in what does this want of 
feeling and self denial consist? Let the stated clerk express it in his own 
language: ‘‘ Many must be the generations both of saints and sinners 
who shall pass to the joyful, or sorrowful awards of eternity, before that 
blessed, foretold, and long prayed for, period shal! arrive, ‘‘ when all shall 
know the Lord from the least even to the greatest,’’ unless the friends of 
the risen Saviour cultivate a state of feeling,and come up toa point of 
practice in self-denial, and in the consecration of person, PROPERTY, and 
influence to this holy cause, altogether surpassing any thing which we find 
in the past experience of the church since the days of the Apostles and 
martyrs.” Hence, it appears according to the stated clerk, that the in- 
troduction ef the Millennium deperds upon “‘ a state of feeling,” ‘‘ a point 
of practice in self-denial,’’ and ‘‘ the consecration of the person, property, 
and influence” of the members of his ‘‘ church!’ and that if these are 
not brought into play, surpassing all things that have gone before, the 
golden age of Messiah's reign will be postponed for ‘‘ many genera- 
tions!!’? What an astounding responsibility@rests upon presbyterians ! 
Will they not give up all their property and influence, in the mass, to 
their divine clergy, that we of the world (for we belong not to their 
church, and all that is not church is world) may experience the bliss of 
heaven on earth, which we are told depends on ‘a point” of Presbyte- 
rian feeling and self-denial ?—We are simple enough to believe that be- 
fore Presbyterians, or any other sect, can surpass the ancient christians, 
their whole ecclesiastical fabric must be destroyed in toto, and they them- 
selves must submit to the Apostles both in worship and practice. They 
must first become christians, and then, with some little consistency, they 
may dream of “‘ surpassing every thing since the days of the Apostles 
and martyrs."” We hear much about the ‘‘ holy cause” of converting 
the world, that is, all who do not acknowledge the Westminster Confes- 
sion of Faith, or standard, as the sect may be, that babbles on the sub- 
ject. We, however, taking the one sense of scripture as our guide, do 
honestly believe, and upon our belief we act, that the modern schemes 
of conversion are the unholiest that the Adversary ever devised since 
the institution of the Societe de Propaganda Fide. What is the object 
of these popular schemes? What else but to convert men to sectarian- 
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ism. If five missionaries of different sects were to be sent to one ang 
the same neighborhood, would not each strive to establish the converts 
on their individual and separate platforms? Their practice proves the 

would. And if the question were baptism, would not a spirit of jang. 
ling, disgusting to the new proselytes, immediately start up? Exper, 
ence proves the fact. ‘‘Consecration to this holy cause,”’ what js 
it, when divested of its speciosity ' Nothing more or less than this, th. 
appropriation on the part of laymen, of their hard earnings to the up. 
controlled use of the clergy, in what they are pleased to call their ‘hoi, 
causes.” But if the cause should happen to be unholy, then “‘the cons. 
cration”’ is in fact a desecration ; how does it come to pass, that wit} a)! 

the “‘glorious efforts of the day,’’ as they are called, the balance betweey 

Paganism, Mohammedanism, Judaism, and Christianized Sectarianism 

remains the same?—Methinks if it were ‘the work of God’? the resu)ts 

would be vastly different. When the Apostles did God’s work they 

overturned all before them; but since their “‘successors,” as they style 

themselves, have begun their work, they have proved their inefliciency 

by doing worse than nothing. “Jt is the imperious duty,”’ says the as- 

sembled clergy, ‘‘of every individual believer, to cortribute all he possibly 

can, by bringing all his means of usefulness, pecuniary, intellectual, 

and social, and laying them down as a voluntary sacrifice, at the foot of 
the cross,” which in the language of Presbyteriodoxy means, at the dis- 

posal of the General Assembly of the National Church of Scotland, in 

the United States, which is ‘‘cross’’ enough to the insulted laics. 

After lamenting the neglected tuition of their ‘‘ baptized children,” as 
the Assembly misnames them, it rejoices in the advance of Sabbath 
Schools, during the past year, over what they regard the whole extent of 
their territory. Yet, it is not to be concealed, that in some sections of 
the church, there seeins to be a painful and growing insensibdility to the 
importance of this most interesting system of moral and religious culti- 
vation and improvement.” And yet, continues the report, ‘‘ Bible class 
instruction is given toa pleasing extent, and has been especially blessed 
asthe means of salvation, to numbers of our beloved youth of both 

es.”" 

We shall conclude our notice of this poor ecclesiastica) state paper by 
adding in the words of the Stated Clerk, ‘ that many of our churches 
have been blessed during the past year, with revivals of religion. In 
more than half of our Presbyteries, the Spirit has distilled like the dew, 
and a goodly ingathering of souls into the kingdom of Christ has been 
made ; while in nearly forty of them, precious showers of divine grace 
more or less extensive have been poured down, and the presence and pou- 
er of the Holy Ghost have been experienced in the conviction and conver- 
sion of many sinners, and in the quickening and comforting of the saints |" 
What barefaced nonsense! And the only proof, if such it can be called, 
of this preposterous statement of the Assembly is, that many sinners have 
been add Ba a ‘ ee oF eure threw christians into jail, and 
banged inoffensive quakers by the neck, when they possessed the power ’ 
The Holy Spirit of Truth has nothing to do with such a limb of anti 
christ ; he that affirms to the contrary, let him prove it by an appeal to 
Holy Writ, and not to the delusive feelings of the multitude. 

é' * Epitor. 


Baltimore, June 27, 1834. 
Brotusr THomas,—We rejoice to hear of your success, as well in the 
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extension of the circulation of the ‘ Advocate,”’ asin that of the glorious 
gospel. 1 was fully possessed with the idea prior to your leaving us, 
that you would meet with success in Virginia, and I am happy in find- 
ing my anticipations likely to be confirmed. The more I read and re« 
flecton the matter, the moream | convinced that rue Gospel will ulti- 
mately enlighten the minds of the great body of the sincere seekers after 
truth, at least in these United States. An anxiety is being awakened on 
the subject, which will naturally cause reflection, which in its turn, will 
veget inquiry and research ; the natural consequence of all which must 
be, the belief of the pure and simple gospel which has been delivered to 
us by the great Head of the Church, through his divinely inspired Apos- 
tles, the ondy Ambassadors which he has deigned to send to this lower 
world to make known his will to men—the mysticisms which the rever- 
end self-styled Ambassadors have thrown around the religion of Christ, 
either through their own ignorance, (which I must charitably believe in 
the most instances) or from craft, has tended more to make infidelity 
abound than any other cause—added to which, their arrogance and 
pride, and the domineering spirit which in some of the sects they lord it 
over their spell-bound followers, contrasted with the meek and humble 
disposition «f the Apostles and Evangelists, who instead of battening on 
the hard-earnings of the poor, ministered to their own necessities; and 
labored with their own hands that they might not be a burden on their 
brethren. When we contrast this conduct of their’s, I say, to the gran- 
deur and ostentation of the priests of all the sects of the present age, the 
mind is disgusted at the impudence and assurance which they exercise ; 
they profess to be the followers, the ministers, the chosen ambassadors of 
the meek and lowly Jesus, the successors of his Apostles! but how un- 
like them !—these latter were sent out by their Master to proclaim the 
glad tidings of the gospel, and were directed to take neither scrip nor 
money, &c. They preached the gospel to the poor, not for filthy lucre, 
but for the reward of the recompense which awaited them when they 
should sit with their master in his father’s kingdom, and be made like 
unto their most glorious head. How stands the case with their self-suc- 
cessors ’—~see them continually on the look out for fat livings, and when 
a vacancy occurs in the pastorship of any of the churches, how eagerly 
they are bent on obtaining it. The erows are not more eager after 
their carrion, than they are to seize on their prey—and those who are 
the participants of large salaries, either riot in all the luxuries and vain 
glory of the prevent life, or horde up treasures which are wrung from 
the hard-earnings of the poor, or obtained by appeals to the pride of the 
rich, But enough of this disgusting subject. 

lam happy to have it in my power to state that we expect to be in 
our new meeting house on Lord's-day after the next. We have recent- 
ly added to our number, George Austin and John Hunt, from Mr. Fin- 
ley’schurch. Mr. Broaddus is here again, end has effected a complete 
revolution in the lst Baptist Church. He appointed a church meeting, 
at which it was determined that a covenant should be entered into by the 
members, the nature of which I do not understand. Ata subsequent 
meeting, (in the meantime they, the members, were directed to fast and 
pray) the instrument was presented for the signatures of the church, 
| when about 50 signed the same, out vf about 190 to 200. They have 
_ agreed to go back pretty much to the point (as far as 1 can understand) 
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where they were found by Mr. Finley :—the bond of union to be the ass. 
ciation, which they had discarded yearsago! Wonders, surely, wi!) no. 
ver cease. At the meeting, some dark hints were thrown out agains: 
the Reformation, by either Mr. Broaddus, or a Rev. Mr. Welch {ror 
Kentucky, when it was requested by a member, that something more ey. 
plicit should be said on the subject, in order that they might not fal] jn, 

the errors of the Reformers—when one of the Rev. Divines rose and paic 
a high compliment to brother Campbell—declared he read his work. 
with great pleasure—that he was the greatest man in America, and ai. 
mitted that the gospel had never been fully understood until it blazed fur: 
from Bethany !* that there were many most excellent persons among t). 
Reformers; but that there was a spirir among them that did not com- 
port with the gospel, &c Iam notcertain which of the Rev. gentlemer 
made the remarks, but he might easily have explained what that spr 
was that gave him so much uneasiness. It was nothing more nor les 
than a spirit of opposition to clerical pride and domination which has «- 
long kept the world in bondage. But I find it necessary to close my |rt- 
ter, as it is getting so dark that I can scarcely see, and my room is ey- 
hausted nearly. 

Yours, affectionately, in the bonds of the Lord, S.s 





ANECDOTE. 
(From Notes of a Tour in Italy.) 


** A fellow-traveller and a Catholic Priest, on our return from Rome. 
said, he had expected to find that City the centre of purity and perfec. 
tion—the glorious residence of Christ’s representative on earth—but he 
could no longer doubt, that it was full of abominations; but his mind 
could obtain no relief only by the consideration, (originally suggested by 
Boccaccio in irony, but quoted by the priest in earnest) that the con- 
tinued existence of the Church, amidst so much corruption, is a standing 
miracle, and the best proof of its divine original ! 

The priest had with him a corpo santo, that is, the bones of a saint, 
which he was transporting to Lausanne, in order to found a new church 
there under their patronage. A passport from one of the cardinals at 
Rome, protected them from violation at the custom houses. Saintsliip 
is acquired as follows. The body of the candidate is deposited in some 
church or shrine, to which devotees repair to witness miracles (“‘lying 
wonders” of scripture) and pay their devotions and contributions. ue 
hundred years must elapse, and about 60,000 dolls. be raised, before the 
matter is decided. The cause is then argued in the spiritual court: 
at Rome—the saint and the devil have their respective advocates—ev' 
dence of miracles performrd is required, which, if there is money enoug!. 
is always forthcoming; and finally beatification first, and them canonizo- 
tion is conferred.—There is now at Florence the body ofa female await: 
ing this deification, that is exaltation to the throne of a goddes 
Frequent miracles are said to be performed by her decomposing co 
puscules! 


*This was spoken ironically ; a figure meaning other than the wort: 
declare. 
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CURIOSITY. 


Compare the authorized version of a single passage with the recent 
translation of Mr. Dickinson. Can bombast go further, in desecrating 
the word of God. 

Common version.—Joun iii, 2—6. ‘There wasa man of the Phari- 
sees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. The same came to Jesus 
by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know thou art a teacher come 
from God; for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God 
be withhim. Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say 
unto thee, except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom ef 
God. Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is 
old? Can he enter the second time into his mother’s womb, and be 
born? Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, excepta man 
be born of water, and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God. That whichis born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born 
of the Spirit is Spirit.’’ 

New version.—Moreover there was a Pharisee, whose name was 
Nicodemus, a senator of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night, and 
siid to him, Teacher, we know that thou art an instructer emanated 
from God; for no man can achieve these miracles which thou performest, 
unless God be with him. Jesus answered and said unto him, Indeed, I 
assure you, that except a man be re-produced, he cannot realize the 
reign of God. Nicodemus says to him, how can a man be produced 
when he is mature. Can he again pass intoa state of embryo, and be 
produced? Jesus replied, I most assuredly declare to you, that unless a 
man be produced of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter the king- 
dom of God. That which is produced from the body, is natural life, and 
that which is produced from the Spirit is spiritual life. 





APHORISMS. 


Man is ignorant of every thing antecedent to observation. 

There is not a single department of inquiry in which a man does not 
err, the moment he abandons observation. 

The greatar part of all human knowledge is derived from testimony, 


but testimony does no more than hand down the observations of 


uthers. Lord Bason: « 
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